Police Circular in English & Marathi (No. 21 / Po Aa / Swiya / Jan / 2010) issued by Mumbai Police
Commissioner D Shivanandan, dated 18.1.2010, directing all Police Stations to promptly take
cognizance of complaints lodged by activists and concerned citizens.

G R Vora’s remarks in brackets contrast this pious-sounding circular
with the hard realities prevailing today
The initial paragraph in Marathi, which is not translated in English, directs all concerned officers to
take cognizance of the complaints lodged by activists.
Para 1. Immediately on receipt of such complaint the Duty Officer will inform the in-charge of the
Police Station i.e. Senior Inspector of Police and will immediately register the complaint as Non
Cognizable or F.I.R. depending on the facts or circumstances of the case. If the facts disclose neither a
F.I.R. nor a N.C. the activist will be informed so in writing. (This never happens. The Duty Officer tries
his best to shoo away the activist or at best would lodge an N.C. on which no action is ever taken.)
Para 2. Sr. P.I. of that Police Station will personally monitor the enquiry of complaint / investigation of
the case. In appropriate cases he may also investigate N.C. offenses with the prior permission of the
Court. (The Senior P I rarely monitors / investigates the case. The activists never know what has
happened to their complaints of threat, assault, or intimidation).
Para 3. Where immediately arrests are called for, they shall be expeditiously made. All elements and
angles of conspiracy will also be investigated or enquired. (Leave alone arrests, even proper
investigations are not done. The accused persons pointed out by the activists may never be summoned
for taking their statement. Months and years may pass before they are interrogated, if at all that ever
happens.)
Para 4. Investigation in such cases will be expeditiously made. Assistant Commissioner of Police of
concerned division also shall personally monitor the investigation. (One wonders whether the ACP
ever monitors the investigations done by his subordinates.)
Para 5. Preventive action u/s 107, 110, 151, 151 (3) of Cr. P.C. also u/s 55, 56, 57 of B.P. Act and
M.P.D.A. will be resorted to wherever required. (This is unheard of till now.)
Para 6. Where a request for protection is made by an activist a Threat Perception Report will be
immediately prepared and submitted through proper channel to the Commissioner of Police, Mumbai
for decision in this regard. (Has TPR ever been done for any activist? This is news to us).
In appropriate cases inputs from the Crime Branch will also be taken in preparation of T.P.R.
Para 7. Local activists working in various public causes will be inducted into the Police – Public
coordination committee at the police station level to ensure better coordination and to immediately
redress local issues. (Most of the times, the Sr PI, ACPs and DCPs avoid having collective meetings with
local activists. They make excuses to avoid having such meetings. If this point is taken seriously, then
there would be less crime and law & order problems in the city, as activists are well aware of the source
of nuisance or illegalities.)
Para 8. Zonal Deputy Commissioners of Police and Regional Additional Commissioners of Police will
periodically review investigation / preventive action in such cases and issues related to security of
activists. (Wonder whether it is ever done!)
The last para, which is not translated in English, asks the police to follow the above directions rigourously,
so that activists working for society and for the country can do so without threat and fear.
C.C. for information and appropriate action to : (a) All Saha Police Aayukta, Mumbai (b) All Apar Police
Aayukta, Mumbai (c) All Police Upa Aayukta, Mumbai (d) All Sahayak Police Aayukta, Mumbai (e) All
Varishtha Police Nirikshak, Mumbai.

